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TEXT:  Luke 1:67-79 (Gospel lesson) 
THEME:  THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH 
  
Dear Watching and Waiting Christians: 
 

Zechariah—we don’t know much about this priest and pastor, but we do know 
that he was a “righteous man.”  He was a righteous man who carried a 
burden—a sense of un-fulfillment and perhaps a sense of guilt.  He and his 
wife, Elizabeth, had prayed earnestly and often for a son.  Now they were 
elderly.  There was no son. 
 
Zechariah, a good pastor, may also have had some additional regrets.  He 
certainly realized that God’s people were not living in eager expectation for the 
promises about the coming Savior to be fulfilled.   
 
Zechariah, a good pastor, may have grieved over the sinful behavior of God’s 
people.  He observed that they often did the wrong things they promised not to 
do.  He saw they did not do the good things that they promised to do. 
 
Zechariah, a good pastor, certainly grieved over his own sinful condition.  He 
was aware that he did not deserve God’s blessings and the privilege to serve 
God. 
 
When it was Zechariah’s turn to offer incense for the people at the altar of the 
Lord, he may have done so with a heavy heart.  Still, he would fulfill his 
assignment.  He trusted God’s promises.  He would burn the incense, offering 
it with his prayers so that it would be sweet-smelling to his faithful and loving 
God. 
 
And then it happened.  His world was turned upside down.  All that he feared 
he would never experience was promised.  He and Elizabeth would have a 
son.  And not just any son—this son would prepare the way for the long-
promised Savior!  It was too much to believe.  He needed a sign.  And he got 
one.  Zechariah, a good pastor, would be unable to speak until all this came to 
be! 
 
I know a little bit about how frustrating that can be.  When I had that persistent 
cough and my throat would tighten up, I couldn’t tell you the really good news I 
had to share.  Imagine Zechariah not being able to say: 
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 Elizabeth—our prayer is being answered—we are going to have a son 
and we are to name him John. 

 People of God, the Savior of the world is coming into our world, just like 
the prophets told us. 

 Elizabeth and people of God, this son of ours is the one who is to make 
the announcement and prepare the way for the Messiah! 

 
But his closed throat would not close his mind.  He had nine months to 
prepare for what he would say when all these things had come to pass.   
And among the things that he said were: 

 What a great God we have!  He is going to do exactly what was 
promised!  He is sending his Son to be our Redeemer! 

 While he will be one of us—a descendant of David—he will be for all 
people! 

 He will deliver us from the enemies that really matter—our enemies of 
sin and death! 

 This is God faithfully keeping his covenant promises—his commitment to 
do everything that he can for us. 

 This is a light shining in the darkness. 
 
And Zechariah would have a word for his son:   

 You will be a prophet of the most High! 

 God will use you to urge all who will listen to recognize their sins, to 
repent, and to accept the forgiveness of him whose “shoe laces you 
will be unworthy to untie”! 

 
For nine months, until John’s circumcision, that melody would be running 
through Zechariah’s mind.  He, his people, the people of today, the people of 
every nation, tribe, and language, would have a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 
When his tongue was loosed, Zechariah, a good pastor, declared that 
message boldly.  It is the same message for our loosed tongues to declare!  
Boldly!  This Christmas season and always! 
 
That is the SONG OF ZECHARIAH!  It is for you!  It has been sung to many 
different tunes, but the melody is always the same—sinners who know their 
sinfulness are covered and forgiven by our Savior-God who keeps his 
promises.  Amen. 
 


